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Preface

This booklet was compiled by The Craco Society to commemoratélgssingof an historic

statue of San Vincenzduring aspeciaMa s s at St . JTheusigub stadueW@Wdsur c h
a gift from the Niceforo familythat waspresented to the Society durintpe 2008 Reunion

With the gift comes the responsibility to understand the story of San Vinocesp his
publication alsodocuments angreservs culturally significant items about San Vincenzo and
Crachesihistory andtraditions.

Clearly, the story ofthe saint and his connection to Craco is important and worth
understanding alone but there is also a tale tha¢eds to be told abouhe saint and the
Crachesi as they i mmi grated to New York City
of the statue that was given to the Sociétybe understood

The best source othe history of the patron saint of Cracis the original material fromthere

The textoft wo It alian publ i cat ihasrbsen wdorponated ihtethiss ai nt
booklet along withthe English translatiors. The story of the Crachesi immigrants and San

Vincenzo in America is more challenging since there is scant documentation available.
However, there are fragments of informatiothat exist and with the oral histories from
individuals we can gairan insightintohow t hey carried their devot.i
their new home.

The Craco Society would be remiss without acknowledging some individuals who have played

a special role in the preservation of the San Vincenzo tradition in New York. Anna LoCicero
graciously supported the restoration of the San Vincenzo statue in SeJophr 6 s Chur ch w|
Stephen LaRocca maintained the tradition of h
Church on the fourth Sunday in October. Additionally, Fr. Regis Gallo and Mrs. Rita Gallo

were not only kind enough to provide information anchg@tographs of the statues but also
presented The Craco Society with the historic banner of the Sacsetn Vincenzo Martire di

Craco. We wish the blessing of San Vincenzo ahof them and the many others who have

lovingly cared for and protected the dfidcts of our cultural heritage.

In closing, The Craco Society intends to build on the foundation of this booklet to create a
permanent publication that presents the full story of San Vincenzo Martire and his followers
in Craco and New York. In this way e hope to honor their faith and devotion while
preserving our history.



San Vinenzo and the Crehesi in New York

Perhaps the best placdor us to start our story of San VincenzoMartire is with the statue
that was given to The Craco Society on Augudt6, 2008.

Left to right: Vincent Niceforo, Camille Colabella Niceforal&eph D. Rinald, presidem of The Craco
Society receiving the gift of the San Vincenzo statue

Photo courtesy of Joseph A. Rinaldi

The statue was ownedy Francesco Paolo Colabella who emigrated from Craco in 1911
when he was 17 years old. With his new life in America and an optimistic attitude about
his future he alsowanted to maintain connections with hisroots and community.



It is only natural that immigrants seek to maintain the traditions and cultures they are

comfortable with while adapting to a new home. Athe turn of the 20" century as the flood

of Italian immigrants washed over Lower Manhattanmany new churches were built to
accommodate then. I n 1888 St. Joachimds Churincah was ¢
area heavily populated by Crachesi. This church housenhany statuesof patron saints of

the Italians wholived there giving theseimmigrants access to the venerated images from

their home towns Included among the statuary was a copy of the relic of San Vincenzo

that closely matched the one in Craco providing the Crachesi with access to their beloved

saint in America.

Therelic o f San Vince®ao VinhnCeazo Unomaintire a

Immigrants from all countries also formed societies for mutual benefit and to maintain
their culture and traditions. The Crachesi were among them with associations dedicated to
San Vincenzo. Thsee groups were able tmrganize events and regularly celebrated their
beloved patron saint during the October feastust as was celebrated in Craco. Their
existence and activity inNew York City can be documented back tat least1901.



ITALIANS’ GAY CELEBRATION.

Fireworks and llluminations in Honor of
St. Vincenzo Martry.

The church edifice of the Church of the
Precious Blood, at Canal and Baxter
Streets, which Is being reconstructed, and
is now about half built, was gay last night

with many colored lanterns and flutterlng
Italian flags, surmounted by the Stars an
Stripes. In front of the church fireworks
of many hues were set off, and the neigh-
borhood of Mulberry Bend was kKept ablaze
until a late hour. ' Two thousand Itallans,
young and old, who are members of Father
Berardini’s parish surrounded the church
and quietly enjoyed the spectacle, thelr
faces lighted up by the flare of the fire-~
works and swinging lanterns,

The occasion was the celebration by the
Societe Militaire 4’ St. Vincenzo Martry of
the natal day of its patron saint. The cele-
bration began Saturday evening and was
continued last night. The Itallan Rifle
Guard of New York assisted in commemo-
rating the occasione The members of both
societies attended vespers last evening as a
preliminary. They were in full uniform and
carried their rifles. Later in the evening a
salute of twenty-one guns was fired, and

| many wheels of red, blue, and yellow fire
; were touched off. The band of twenty-four
. pleces of the Soclete d' St. Vincenzo was
| scated on a raised platform in front of the
church, and played many alrs, both grave
and gay.

|
|
|
|

New York Times, October 28, 1900jednesday, Page 7.

These early groups may not have possessd a processional statue, the upright form othe
San Vincenzofigure constructed so it can be paraded through the streetsSources suggest
that a small statue was used and may explain the reason for the construction of the Rhalf
life-sized statues such as the one given to The Craco Sociefjhere is an oral history that
sometime after WWI members of the Societa S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco may have
brought the original processional statue of San Vincenzo to America from Craco when the
town obtained a new one.Once it arrived in New York this version of the statuewas ke
Joachimés Church al ong wi

n

n



Processional figure of San Vincenzo

used by thé&ocieta San Vincenzo Martire di Craco in New York
Photogaph courtesy of Fr. Regis Gallo

The members of theSocieta S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco maintained the tradition of
holding a festival for San Vincenzoduring the early part of the 20" century just as was
done in Craca On the fourth Sunday in Octobera Mass was hel d at St.
along with a procession carrying the statue through the streets dheir neighborhood in
Lower Manhattan. This tradition continued as part of a regular sequence of street
festivals held in the area as the robust Italian American population demonstrated their
devotion to saints such as San Rocc&@an Gennaro, and San Vincenzo until the onset of
WWII.



Logically, the San Vincenzo festival may have been the smallest of these as San Vincenzo
Martire was not widely known and only venerated bythe Crachesi The immigration
records for this period document the arrival of 1,500 individuals from Cracoby 1924.
Assuming the growth oftheir families there may have been 3,004,000 peoplein the area
with a connection to San Vincenzo as a patron. The San Vincenzo Scoety was able to
organize an event to honor their beloved saint on what appears to have been a large scale
with street decorations, a bandstand and a procession. This of course would have been
supported by the other Italians in the neighborhood who woulchave celebratedthe event
too.

Bandstand for the Feast of San Vincenzo on October 24, 1936
at the cornerof New Chambers & Roosevelt Streets.
With permissiorof New York Public Library

The Societa San Vincenzo Martire di Craco in New York seems to have prospered from its
founding around 1900 and was robust enough to not only sponsor the annual event
honoring the patron of their town but also organizel events for their members.



SocietaS. Vincenzo Martire di Craco, Annual Banquet & Dance

Half Moon Hotel May 5, 1938
From the collection of Dominick Tocci (second from right, table 19) reproduction courtesy of Paul Tocci

By the end of WWII many immigrants and their descendants including the Cracheshad
moved from their initial enclaves to areas further away from Lower Manhattan and
Brooklyn. With thinning membership in the Societa San Vincenzo Martire di Craco the
group was unable torestart the feast that had not been held during the war yearsand
ultimately the San Vincenzo Society dissolved.

Meanwhile with their devotion to their patron saint members of theSocietaS. Vincenzo
Martire di Craco, including Francesco Paulo Colabellamaintained half-life-sized statues
of the patron saint they were devoted to in their homes.This small San Vincenzofigure

displays unique features suggeshg it was constructed to specifically represent San
Vincenzo rather than being the statue ofany of the other warrior saints.



Photograph courtesy of Lena Camperlengo

The first item to note is theturquoise blue cloak on the statue. This colored cloak was a

part of the uniform worn by an early confraternity of San Vincenzo devoteesand is also

visible on the original relic in Craca. A second item to note is the sword, which is not the

shorter sword of the early Roman legions but appear® bethe largeri s pat hado desi gn
during the middle and late Roman Empireand would have been contemporary with the

era of San Vincenzé s .lAi ftehi rd consideration is the orb
appears to be a replication of thevessel visible at the head of the reclining Saviincenzo

relic in Craco. Onecan asume, lacking more information that the artist who created this

statue worked from an image of the upright San Vincenzo or researched the saint to
incorporate these features in this depiction.

While the times and people in New York changedhe two statues of San Vincenzo

remained atrest in peace and safety aS t . J 0 a ¢ h i albagswithCahbamaer &t the
Societa S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco. Then in 1957 the City of New York decided to erect
a housing project in the area that included St. Joadhmés Chur ch. When tF

destruction was ordered for the urban renewal project the statuaryn the church needed to
be relocated.Being unable to find a churchthat could take the two statuesof San Vincenzo
they were both brought to e home of the Gallo family inBrooklyn an area populated by
many Cracotans who had moved from Manhattan as they grew more prosperous. The
statues remained there under their protectionfor 10 years never leaving the housantil



arrangements were made for he reclined version of San Vincenzoto be housed atSt.
Josephos SMooroeSteetovinere it resides today.

San Vi rSaeeand®élsi ¢ at St 6 Josephds Church

Photo courtesy of Robert Rubertone, 2007

At the same time theGallo family was ableto arrange for the processional statugo be
housal at St. RosilizRegina Pacis Parish in Brooklyn. It was relegated to storage and the
effects of time left it in disrepair and needing restoration that could not be supported.
Apparently, this historic statue was destroyed.

Meanwhile, back in Craco the plight of the town served as a magnet especially, it seems

people in the media industry who found the story about its abandonment and the fantastic

vistas available from Craco Vecchio ppealing as a filming site In 1990 the story of San
Vincenzo and Cracob6s devotion to him was show
System show, ATravel s: H®the Sah VircenZo @rocessisndherech i ¢ h
Several years after seeg this show, individuals in North America who had connections to

Craco almost serendipitously made contact and ultimately led to the formation of The

Craco Society. Although we may not undersind his timing or methods, San Vincenzosi

still guiding the Crachesi



Historical Textual Materials

The Italian source materiad that weretranslated for this publication are:

A CENNI STORI CI DI SAN VI NCENZO MATI RE E SUA
is a publication of the Parish of San Nicola Vesamin Craco Peschiera. Although the

booklet is undated the authors, Don Leonardo Rocco Rosano, who was the parish priest there
from 19761984 and Marco Lategana a city council member in 1980 suggests it was published
during that period.

ASAN VI NCENZOti ue a Cracoo0 a publication of
by Domenica Mormando and Palmina Vignola and published in 2005.

We gratefully acknowledge the kindness of the authors, Don Leonardo Rocco Rosano, Marco
Lategana, Domenica Mormando andPalmina Vignola who granted us permission to
reproduce their work in this publication. Their efforts to preserve the story of $amcenzo

are the cornerstone of our understanding of the saint and the Crachesi devotion to him.

Photographic Materiaé

The Craco Society would also like to acknowledge the kind assistance and contributions made
by Lena CamperlengoFr. Regis Gallo, Mrs.Rita Gallo, The New York Public Library,
Joseph A. Rinaldi, Robert Rubertone, and Paul Todorr material used in this publication.



CENNI STORICI DI SAN VINCENZO MATIRE
E SUA DEVOZIONE A CRACO

SAN VINCENZO: un martire a Craco



Immagine del corpo di S. VINCENZO

che si venera a Craco



Immagine del corpo di S. VINCENZO

che si venera a Craco

Photograph of the body ofSan Vincenzahat is venerated in Craco

(Edi t or s not amnalcqvdad $ao Nianlh Vescova in Graco Vecchio)



L. Rocco Rosano - Marco Lategana

CENNI STORICI

DI

SAN VINCENZO MARTIRE

E

SUA DEVOZIONE A CRACO

i.m.d, lucana - pisticci



L. Rocco RosarmpMarco Lategana

HISTORY
OF
SAN WICENZO MARTYR
AND
HIS DEVOTION TO CRACO

|.m.d. lucana pisticcici



Presentazione

Ci siamo domandati io e Marco Lategana sull'iden-
tita del nostro San Vincenzo e ci siamo accorti
di non poterci rispondere. Abbiamo rivolto la stes-
sa domanda alle persone di Craco e ci siamo ac-
corti che nessuno ci sapeva rispondere. Per saper-
ne qualcosa siamo andati a vedere tutti i santi di
nome Vincenzo a nostra disposizione. Scartati gli
altri, San Vincenzo Ferrero, San Vincenzo di Lerins,
San Vincenzo diacono, San Vincenzo di Paoli, ci
stavamo confondendo con San Vincenzo diacono e
martire della Chiesa locale di Saragozza, morto
nell'anno 304 sotto Diocleziano, un santo famoso
per la sua testimonianza di fede da essere con-
siderato il « San Lorenzo della Spagna ».

Ma ci sono subito sorte delle obiezioni: « Se & un
grande santo spagnuolo come mai proprio a noi
doveva spettare il corpo? come mai nessun devoto
della Spagna & venuto in pellegrinaggio? come mai
le armature addosso ad un diacono al servizio dei
poveri e dei bisognosi? ».

Ci ha indirizzato sulla giusta via un libretto devozio-
nale (1) su San Vincenzo trovato nella biblicteca
parrocchiale.

Figura del Santo

Il nostro libretto ed un'enciclopedia cattolica roma-
na dicono che san Vincenzo era un soldato, facente

(1) Brevegstoria del comune di Craco e di San Vincenzo
martire, edito a Pisticci 1933.



PAGE 5 English

Forward

Marco Letegana and | have been asked about the identity of our

San Vincenzo and we realized we were not able to respond. We

addressed the same question to the people of Craco and noticed

that no one knew how to respond. To learn something more we

went to see all the saints named Vincenzo tha t were at our
disposal. After discarding others, San Vincenzo Ferrero, San

Vincenzo di Lerins, San Vincenzo Diacono, San Vincenzo di Paoli,

we were left with some confusion over San Vincen zo deacon and

martyr of the local Church of Zaragoza, who died in 30 4 under
Emperor Diocletian, a saint famous for his testimony of faith

and considered the, fASan Lorenzo of Spain.o
But we were faced with concerns: If he is a great Spanish saint

why was his body given to us ? Why have we not seen any devotee s

from Spain ¢ ome here for a pilgrimage ? Why is there amour on him

if he was a deacon at the service of the poor and the needy?

1

These were addressed in a track of a devotional book on S an

Vincen zo found in the parish library.

Figure of the Saint
Our book, a Roman Catholic encyclopedia says that Saint Vincent
was a soldier, being

! Brief history of the commune of Craco and San Vincenzo Martyr, published in Pisticci
1933.






