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Preface 

This booklet was compiled by The Craco Society to commemorate the blessing of an historic 

statue of San Vincenzo during a special Mass at St. Josephôs Church.  The unique statue was 

a gift from the Niceforo family that was presented to the Society during the 2008 Reunion.   

With the gift comes the responsibility to understand the story of San Vincenzo so this 

publication also documents and preserves culturally significant items about San Vincenzo and 

Crachesi history and traditions.   

Clearly, the story of the saint and his connection to Craco is important and worth 

understanding alone but there is also a tale that needs to be told about the saint and the 

Crachesi as they  immigrated to New York City in the late 1880ôs.  Finally, there is the history 

of the statue that was given to the Society to be understood. 

The best source of the history of the patron saint of Craco is the original material from there.  

The text of two Italian publications with the saintôs history has been incorporated into this 

booklet along with the English translations. The story of the Crachesi immigrants and San 

Vincenzo in America is more challenging since there is scant documentation available.  

However, there are fragments of information that exist and with the oral histories from 

individuals we can gain an insight into how they carried their devotion of the townôs patron to 

their new home.   

The Craco Society would be remiss without acknowledging some individuals who have played 

a special role in the preservation of the San Vincenzo tradition in New York.  Anna LoCicero 

graciously supported the restoration of the San Vincenzo statue in St. Josephôs Church while 

Stephen LaRocca maintained the tradition of holding a Mass for San Vincenzo at St. Josephôs 

Church on the fourth Sunday in October.  Additionally, Fr. Regis Gallo and Mrs. Rita Gallo 

were not only kind enough to provide information and photographs of the statues but also 

presented The Craco Society with the historic banner of the Società San Vincenzo Martire di 

Craco.  We wish the blessing of San Vincenzo on all of them and the many others who have 

lovingly cared for and protected the artifacts of our cultural heritage. 

In closing, The Craco Society intends to build on the foundation of this booklet to create a 

permanent publication that presents the full story of San Vincenzo Martire and his followers 

in Craco and New York.  In this way we hope to honor their faith and devotion while 

preserving our history.  

 

 

  



San Vincenzo and the Crachesi in New York 

Perhaps the best place for us to start our story of San Vincenzo Martire is with the statue 

that was given to The Craco Society on August 16, 2008. 

 

 

 

Left to right: Vincent Niceforo, Camille Colabella Niceforo & Joseph D.  Rinaldi, president of The Craco 

Society receiving the gift of the San Vincenzo statue 

Photo courtesy of Joseph A. Rinaldi 

 

The statue was owned by Francesco Paolo Colabella who emigrated from Craco in 1911 

when he was 17 years old.  With his new life in America and an optimistic attitude about 

his future he also wanted to maintain connections with his roots and community.  

 



It is only natural that immigrants seek to maintain the traditions and cultures they are 

comfortable with while adapting to a new home.  At the turn of the 20
th

 century as the flood 

of Italian immigrants washed over Lower Manhattan many new churches were built to 

accommodate them.  In 1888 St. Joachimôs Church was erected at 28 Roosevelt Street in an 

area heavily populated by Crachesi.  This church housed many statues of patron saints of 

the Italian s who lived there giving these immigrants access to the venerated images from 

their home towns.  Included among the statuary was a copy of the relic of San Vincenzo 

that closely matched the one in Craco providing the Crachesi with access to their beloved 

saint in America. 

 

 

The relic of San Vincenzo in Craco from ñ San Vincenzo un martire a Craco.ò 

 

Immigrants from all countries also formed societies for mutual benefit and to maintain 

their culture and traditions.  The Crachesi were among them with associations dedicated to 

San Vincenzo.  These groups were able to organize events and regularly celebrated their 

beloved patron saint during the October feast just as was celebrated in Craco.  Their 

existence and activity in New York City can be documented back to at least 1901. 

 

 

 



 

New York Times, October 28, 1901, Wednesday, Page 7. 

 

These early groups may not have possessed a processional statue, the upright form of the 

San Vincenzo figure constructed so it can be paraded through the streets.  Sources suggest 

that a small statue was used and may explain the reason for the construction of the half-

life-sized statues such as the one given to The Craco Society.  There is an oral history that 

sometime after WWI members of the Società S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco may have 

brought the original processional statue of San Vincenzo to America from Craco when the 

town obtained a new one.  Once it arrived in New York this version of the statue was kept 

at St. Joachimôs Church along with the reclining statute and relic of the saint.   



 
Processional figure of San Vincenzo  

used by the Società  San Vincenzo Martire di Craco in New York 
Photograph courtesy of Fr. Regis Gallo 

 

The members of the Società  S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco maintained the tradition of 

holding a festival for San Vincenzo during the early part of the 20
th

 century just as was 

done in Craco.  On the fourth Sunday in October a Mass was held at St. Joachimôs Church 

along with a procession carrying the statue through the streets of their neighborhood in 

Lower Manhattan.   This tradition continued as part of a regular sequence of street 

festivals held in the area as the robust Italian American population demonstrated their 

devotion to saints such as San Rocco, San Gennaro, and San Vincenzo until the onset of 

WWII.  



Logically, the San Vincenzo festival may have been the smallest of these as San Vincenzo 

Martire was not widely known and only venerated by the Crachesi.  The immigration 

records for this period document the arrival of 1,500 individuals from Craco by 1924.  

Assuming the growth of their families there may have been 3,000-4,000 people in the area 

with a connection to San Vincenzo as a patron.   The San Vincenzo Society was able to 

organize an event to honor their beloved saint on what appears to have been a large scale 

with street decorations, a bandstand and a procession.  This of course would have been 

supported by the other Italians in the neighborhood who would have celebrated the event 

too.   

 

 

Bandstand for the Feast of San Vincenzo on October 24, 1936  

at the corners of New Chambers & Roosevelt Streets.  

      With permission of New York Public Library 

The Società  San Vincenzo Martire di Craco in New York seems to have prospered from its 

founding around 1900 and was robust enough to not only sponsor the annual event 

honoring the patron of their town but also organized events for their members. 



 
 

Società  S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco, Annual Banquet & Dance  

Half Moon Hotel May 5, 1938 
From the collection of Dominick Tocci (second from right, table 19) reproduction courtesy of Paul Tocci 

 

By the end of WWII many immigrants and their descendants including the Crachesi had 

moved from their initial enclaves to areas further away from Lower Manhattan and 

Brooklyn .  With thinning membership in the Società  San Vincenzo Martire di Craco the 

group was unable to restart the feast that had not been held during the war years and 

ultimately the San Vincenzo Society dissolved.    

Meanwhile with their devotion to their patron saint members of the Società S. Vincenzo 

Martire di Craco, including F rancesco Paulo Colabella, maintained half-life-sized statues 

of the patron saint they were devoted to in their homes.  This small San Vincenzo figure 

displays unique features suggesting it was constructed to specifically represent San 

Vincenzo rather than being the statue of any of the other warrior saint s.   



 

Photograph courtesy of Lena Camperlengo 

 

The first item to note is the turquoise blue cloak on the statue.  This colored cloak was a 

part of the uniform worn by an early confraternity of San Vincenzo devotees and is also 

visible on the original relic in Craco.  A second item to note is the sword, which is not the 

shorter sword of the early Roman legions but appears to be the larger ñspathaò design used 

during the middle and late Roman Empire and would have been contemporary with the 

era of San Vincenzoôs life.  A third consideration is the orb at the statueôs left foot which 

appears to be a replication of the vessel visible at the head of the reclining San Vincenzo 

relic in Craco.  One can assume, lacking more information, that the artist who created this 

statue worked from an image of the upright San Vincenzo or researched the saint to 

incorporate these features in this depiction.   

While the times and people in New York changed the two statues of San Vincenzo 

remained at rest in peace and safety at St. Joachimôs Church along with a banner of the 

Società  S. Vincenzo Martire di Craco.  Then in 1957 the City of New York decided to erect 

a housing project in the area that included St. Joachimôs Church.  When the churchôs 

destruction was ordered for the urban renewal project the statuary in the church needed to 

be relocated. Being unable to find a church that could take the two statues of San Vincenzo 

they were both brought to the home of the Gallo family in Brooklyn an area populated by 

many Cracotans who had moved from Manhattan as they grew more prosperous. The 

statues remained there under their protection for 10 years never leaving the house until 



arrangements were made for the reclined version of San Vincenzo to be housed at St. 

Josephôs Church on 5 Monroe Street where it resides today. 

 

 
San Vincenzoôs Statue and Relic at Stô Josephôs Church 

Photo courtesy of Robert Rubertone, 2007 

 

At t he same time the Gallo family was able to arrange for the processional statue to be 

housed at St. Rosilia-Regina Pacis Parish in Brooklyn.  It was relegated to storage and the 

effects of time left it in disrepair and needing restoration that could not be supported.  

Apparently, this historic statue was destroyed. 

Meanwhile, back in Craco the plight of the town served as a magnet especially, it seems 

people in the media industry who found the story about its abandonment and the fantastic 

vistas available from Craco Vecchio appealing as a filming site.   In 1990 the story of San 

Vincenzo and Cracoôs devotion to him was shown as a segment of the Public Broadcasting 

System show, ñTravels: For the Colorsò which featured the San Vincenzo procession there.  

Several years after seeing this show, individuals in North America who had connections to 

Craco almost serendipitously made contact and ultimately led to the formation of The 

Craco Society.  Although we may not understand his timing or methods, San Vincenzo is 

still guiding the Crachesi. 

  



 

 

 

 

Historical Textual Materials 

The Italian source materials that were translated for this publication are: 

 ñCENNI STORICI DI SAN VINCENZO MATIRE E SUA DEVOZIONE A CRACOò which 

is a publication of the Parish of San Nicola Vescovo in Craco Peschiera.  Although the 

booklet is undated the authors, Don Leonardo Rocco Rosano, who was the parish priest there 

from 1976-1984 and Marco Lategana a city council member in 1980 suggests it was published 

during that period.    

ñSAN VINCENZO: un martire a Cracoò a publication of the Associazione Colibri was written 

by Domenica Mormando and Palmina Vignola and published in 2005. 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the kindness of the authors, Don Leonardo Rocco Rosano, Marco 

Lategana, Domenica Mormando and Palmina Vignola who granted us permission to 

reproduce their work in this publication.  Their efforts to preserve the story of San Vincenzo 

are the cornerstone of our understanding of the saint and the Crachesi devotion to him. 

 

Photographic Materials 

The Craco Society would also like to acknowledge the kind assistance and contributions made 

by Lena Camperlengo, Fr. Regis Gallo, Mrs. Rita Gallo, The New York Public Library, 

Joseph A. Rinaldi, Robert Rubertone, and Paul Tocci  for material used in this publication.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CENNI STORICI DI SAN VINCENZO MATIRE 

E SUA DEVOZIONE A CRACO 

 

 
 

SAN VINCENZO: un martire a Craco 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  



 

 

 

 

Photograph of the body of San Vincenzo that is venerated in Craco 

(Editorôs note: photo of statue in alcove at San Nicola Vescovo in Craco Vecchio)  



  



 

L. Rocco Rosano ς Marco Lategana 
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l.m.d. lucana - pisticcici 

  



 

 



  

PAGE 5 English  

 

Forward  

 

Marco Letegana and I have been asked about the identity of our 

San Vincenzo and we realized we were not able to respond. We 

addressed the same question to the people of Craco and noticed 

that no  one  knew how to respond.  To learn something more we 

went to see all the saints named Vincenzo tha t were at our 

disposal. After discarding others, San Vincenzo Ferrero, San 

Vincenzo di Lerins, San Vincenzo Diacono, San Vincenzo di Paoli, 

we were  left with some confusion over San  Vincen zo  deacon and 

martyr of the local Church of Zaragoza, who died in 30 4 under 

Emperor Diocletian, a saint famous for his testimony of faith 

and considered the, ñSan Lorenzo of Spain.ò 

 

But we were faced with concerns: If he is a great  Spanish saint 

why was his body given to us ?  Why have we not seen any  devotee s 

from Spain c ome here  for a pilgrimage ? Why is there amour  on him 

if he was a deacon at the service of the poor and the needy?  

 

These were addressed in a track of a devotional book 1 on S an 

Vincen zo  found in the parish library.  

 

Figure of the Saint  

Our book, a Roman Catholic encyclopedia says that Saint Vincent 

was a soldier, being  
 

 

  

                                                           
1 Brief history of the commune of Craco and San Vincenzo Martyr, published in Pisticci 

1933. 
 




